
Cremation is the final ceremony for a Balinese 
Hindu and it is performed by family members. It is 
not a time of grieving as the deceased are moving 
on to a new life.  
 
Cokorda Gde Agung Mas, the last descendant of 
the King of Peliatan, passed away on August 21, 
2010 and will be cremated on November 2, 2010. 
He was once the chief of the Peliatan village as 
“Perbekel” and was also a member of the House 
of Representative in Gianyar Regency from    
Golongan Karya Party.  

amandari 
 

Royal Cremation Ceremony 

The main ceremonies will include: 
 
Thurs, Oct 7, 2010 – “nyiramin”, bathing 
ceremony – 3pm onwards 
This is done to purify the body. The body is 
bathed and then sprinkled with holy wa-
ter while prayers are recited. After the 
hair is combed and anointed with        
perfumed oil, the body is then rubbed 
with a mixture of rice flour, turmeric, salt, 
vinegar and sandalwood powder. The 
toes and thumbs are bound with white 
yarn, and rolls of kepengs are tied to the 
hands which are folded over the chest in 
an attitude of prayer. 
 
Tues, Nov 2, 2010 - Royal Cremation – 
Noon onwards  
The body of Cokorda Gde Agung Mas 
will be carried from his home to the cre-
mation ground in a high, multi-tiered 
tower with nine levels made of bamboo, 
paper, string, tinsel, silk, cloth, mirrors, 
flowers and anything else bright and col-
orful you can think of. The tower will be 
carried on the shoulders of a group of 
men. Once arrived at the cremation site, 
the body will be laid down in a black bull 
sarcophagus which will be the funeral 
pyre. The bull is also made of bamboo 
and is decorated elaborately.  
 
All of these will take place at Peliatan 
Royal Palace which is 20 minutes away 
from amandari.  

  

A “Naga Banda”, dragon effigy is also used for this Royal Cremation considering the important role 
of the deceased Cokorda Gde Agung Mas. It has been reserved for members of the Royal families 
only, with the purpose to carry the soul of the departed on its way to heaven. Naga Banda will be 
one of the vehicles for the departed that will be cremated. It will be brought to life by a “Pedanda”, 
which is a high priests arrow to the heart . It is the most solemn and magical of all Bali's million of    
rituals and is rarely performed.  


